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Foreword:
In January of 2006, I was participating in the choir program of a local Baptist church as
we prepared for the spring Resurrection theme program. When I had participated in the
choir the previous year, the musical theme was from “I Pledge Allegiance to the Lamb”
which was a particular favorite of mine. In this year, the new music was a piece titled
“Third Day” with taped vocals by Michael W. Smith.
The music itself was very nice; however, the words of this new music were not
scriptural, and in fact, sharply contradicted Christ’s own words. If I were the choir
director and I found out that the music I had ordered had false words, I would alter the
offending words to make it compatible with the Bible. If the music was so defective
that it was beyond repair, I would return it, and ask for a refund or replacement. But
since I was not the choir director, I asked to talk to the choir director instead.
Although I was allowed to speak with our choir director, I was essentially “brushed off”
and told that we “couldn’t know these types of things” and that it didn’t make any
difference, and regardless, they planned to leave it as it was. This is commonly known
as being “brushed off.” I reasoned that perhaps I was at fault, because I didn’t have a
written explanation on hand, so I then wrote a letter to our choir director explaining how
we could know these things, and why it did make a difference.
The first four sections of this paper are taken from that letter I wrote in January of 2006.
I removed the personal introduction and closing sections that were personalized for the
choir and local church, but I have added two sections that were not in the original,
which I have listed as Addendum I and Addendum II.
The sections that comprise this paper are written with the following assumptions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Hebrew and Greek texts underlying our Bible have been preserved
The English King James Bible is an accurate translation of that text
That this Bible is correct, does not err, and does not contradict itself
That we are intended to study these scriptures, and to live by them
That Truth does matter, and we should never lie concerning God’s Word

With that said, it seems that this is a very controversial topic. Like many points of
scripture, no one wants to be told they were “wrong” about anything. To me, this is a
simple thing: if shown to be wrong about something, just fix it, and then you’re only
wrong once. Additionally, the measure is easy as well: the Bible is our measure of truth,
and if a subject is settled from the scriptures, tradition and opinions are to be cast aside.
I hope that you enjoy this paper. If you have something to add, or if can find
anything that I’ve said wrong here, you may contact me at marron_glaces@yahoo.com
so that I can fix the problem.
Sincerely,

-Andrew
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“Good Friday” Or Biblical Doctrine: Choose One
The scriptures tell us that Jesus would be in the tomb for three days and three nights,
and after three days, he would be raised again. This is often referenced as being raised
“the third day.”
Matt 12:38-41 Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we
would see a sign from thee. But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous
generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the
prophet Jonas: For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly;
so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it:
because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here.

The days of the Hebrew calendar begin at sunset and end at sunset. Thus, the night
portion precedes the day portion (see Genesis 1:5,8,13,19,23,31, also Leviticus 23).
Likewise, hours were referenced as in relation to the sun. Thus, the “first hour” would
be the first hour of daylight, and by the “ninth hour” only three hours in the day remain.
Gen 1:5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening
and the morning were the first day.
John 11:9 Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any man walk in the
day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this world.

Although Jesus died at the ninth hour, it spared his bones from being broken, it did not
bring him to the tomb any sooner. He remained on the cross between the two dying
thieves. The Jews had the bodies taken down, with time for a quick burial before the
sunset marking the beginning of the high day Sabbath.
Matt 27:46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama
sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?
John 19:31 The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not
remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) besought
Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away.
Mark 15:42-43 And now when the even was come, because it was the preparation, that is,
the day before the sabbath, Joseph of Arimathaea, an honourable counselor, which also
waited for the kingdom of God, came, and went in boldly unto Pilate, and craved the body
of Jesus.
John 19:42 There laid they Jesus therefore because of the Jews' preparation day; for the
sepulchre was nigh at hand.

On the first day of the week, before the daylight had broken, Mary Magdalene
confirmed that the tomb was empty. The night portion of the first day cannot be
confirmed, but the daylight portion certainly cannot be counted.
John 20:1 The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark,
unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre.
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No matter how beautiful a song might sound, if it is contradicted by the scripture and
preaches a different Jesus, it is a poison, a heresy wrapped in beautiful music, masking
itself as the Gospel. So what does this song, “Third Day” actually teach?
“Day One they found him guilty and sentenced him to die,
When the crowd had heard the news they shouted crucify.
Crowned with thorns they mocked his name and nailed him to a cross.
He hung there till his dying breath. Day One all hope was lost.”
“Day two it’s still and quiet, the crowd had all gone home.
His broken body in the tomb sealed with the soldier’s stone.
Believers who had followed him weep and question why.
Seeds of doubt and fear take hold. Day Two disciples hide.”
“Day three his body’s missing, the stone was rolled away.
An angel of the Lord appeared when the women came.
Trembling out of fear and joy, amazed at what they find.
They quickly run to spread the word, Day Three he is alive.”
So where are the three days and three nights?
"Day One"

"Day Two"

Jesus Taken to the Tomb
Just Before the Sabbath

"Day Three"

Tomb Already Empty
While It Was Yet Dark

The song actually clarifies itself – it teaches that Jesus was only one day in the tomb.
Unless one counts the final twilight minutes of its “Day One” as a complete day (a truly
bizarre rationalization that doesn’t help anyway) the most one can arrive at, by their
doctrine, is Jesus in the tomb for one day and two nights. Does this song teach a
different doctrine about the resurrection than the Bible does?
“What a difference one day makes from death to victory.
The cross became an empty grave on Day Three.”

VS
Matt 12:40 For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the
Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
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Jesus was Raised the Third Day According to the Scriptures,
After Three Days and Three Nights in the Heart of the Earth
The period of time that Jesus Christ would be in the tomb is referenced as three days
and three nights, the third day, in three days, after three days, and within three days.
These are used interchangeably to refer to the same time span.





“Three days and three nights”
“The third day”
“[With]in three days”
“After three days”

( 2 instances)
(14 instances)
( 5 instances)
( 2 instances)

The most obvious example of this is seen in Matthew 27:63-64 – after all, if the Jews
knew that Jesus had preached he would rise after three days, would they have ordered
their guard on the tomb for any lesser period of time?
Why was this particular period of time so significant? The Jews of that day would have
disputed that an earlier resurrection was divine in nature: the spirit was thought to linger
after the body. Perhaps the death pronouncement was premature, or perhaps the victim
had revived from a state of near death. When Jesus meant to raise Lazarus, he purposely
delayed until he would have been dead four days (see John 11:17.) As his only sign to
this wicked generation, Jesus meant for the resurrection to be indisputable.
Many people argue that this means a third incomplete day, but the only event that
harmonizes with the Gospels is a resurrection following three complete days and three
complete nights in the heart of the earth. Jesus rose on the third complete day. Each
and every scripture is in agreement with this plain simple meaning.
Below I have attempted to exhaustively list the scriptures that refer to the period of time
from when Jesus was sealed in the tomb and raised from the dead. Remember, if we
accept the Holy Scriptures as inspired, any seeming contradiction can be resolved by
realizing that it is our understanding that is in error, not the Bible.
_________________________________________________________________________

Jonah 1:17 Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was
in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.
Matt 12:40 For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall
the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
Matt 16:21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must
go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and
be killed, and be raised again the third day.
Matt 17:23 And they shall kill him, and the third day he shall be raised again. And they
were exceeding sorry.
Matt 20:19 And shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify him:
and the third day he shall rise again.
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Matt 26:61 And said, This fellow said, I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to build it
in three days.
Matt 27:40 And saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days,
save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross.
Matt 27:63 Saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, After
three days I will rise again.
Matt 27:64 Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest
his disciples come by night, and steal him away, and say unto the people, He is risen from
the dead: so the last error shall be worse than the first.
Mark 8:31 And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and
be rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after
three days rise again.
Mark 9:31 For he taught his disciples, and said unto them, The Son of man is delivered into
the hands of men, and they shall kill him; and after that he is killed, he shall rise the third
day.
Mark 10:34 And they shall mock him, and shall scourge him, and shall spit upon him, and
shall kill him: and the third day he shall rise again.
Mark 14:58 We heard him say, I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and
within three days I will build another made without hands.
Mark 15:29 And they that passed by railed on him, wagging their heads, and saying, Ah,
thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days,
Luke 9:22 Saying, The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders
and chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and be raised the third day.
Luke 13:32 And he said unto them, Go ye, and tell that fox, Behold, I cast out devils, and I
do cures to day and to morrow, and the third day I shall be perfected.
Luke 18:33 And they shall scourge him, and put him to death: and the third day he shall
rise again.
Luke 24:7 Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be
crucified, and the third day rise again.
Luke 24:21 But we trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel: and
beside all this, to day is the third day since these things were done
Luke 24:46 And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and
to rise from the dead the third day:
John 2:19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I
will raise it up.
Acts 10:40 Him God raised up the third day, and shewed him openly;
I Cor 15:4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the
scriptures:
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The Preparation Day Does Not Mean “Friday”:
A Quick Reference to the Bible Concerning Sabbaths
Many people have noticed the discrepancy between the prophesied three days and three
nights of Jesus in the tomb, with the traditional “Good Friday” and “Easter Sunday”
taught by the Catholic Church. Unbelievers often use this as an attack on the Christian
faith. The implied accusation is that our Holy scriptures are works of fiction, and that
Christians are merely superstitious, devoid of common sense and reason: certainly
Christianity is not for the intelligent or strong minded folk of our modern times?
The “Good Friday” and “Easter Sunday” doctrine is based on a couple assumptions:
 Assumes that the Preparation Day always means Friday
 Assumes that the Sabbath always means Saturday
 Assumes that the Bible is in error concerning Christ’s Sign of Jonah, etc.
What if these assumptions are mistaken? I believe that God is both the author of the
Holy Bible as well as the basic laws of mathematics, and that both are pure, and free
from error. Furthermore, I believe that God has given us the capacity to understand
both, at least in the simple context of being able to count three days and three nights. To
resolve this conflict between mathematics and religion, let’s read those scriptures again:
Mark 15:42 And now when the even was come, because it was the preparation, that is, the
day before the sabbath,

Luke 23:54 And that day was the preparation, and the sabbath drew on.
John 19:14 And it was the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth hour: and
he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King!
John 19:31 The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not
remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) besought
Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away.

It is unmistakable that the day Jesus died was a day of preparation, following which was
a Sabbath. However, there are two types of Sabbaths: the weekly Sabbath, according to
the commandment, and the high day Sabbath, for the annual festivals, which might fall
on any day of the week!
Mark 14:12 And the first day of unleavened bread, when they killed the passover, his
disciples said unto him, Where wilt thou that we go and prepare that thou mayest eat
the passover?

Like all Hebrew days, the Passover begins at sunset, and ends at sunset. Jesus was
taken during the night on the Passover, and crucified during the daytime portion.
Leviticus tells us that the Passover is on the fourteenth day of the first month (Nisan 14).
Lev 23:5 In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the LORD's passover.
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Lev 23:6-7 And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of unleavened bread
unto the LORD: seven days ye must eat unleavened bread. In the first day ye shall
have a holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein.
Num 28:16-18 And in the fourteenth day of the first month is the passover of the
LORD. And in the fifteenth day of this month is the feast: seven days shall unleavened
bread be eaten. In the first day shall be an holy convocation; ye shall do no
manner of servile work therein:

The day following the Passover is ALWAYS a high day Sabbath!
Besides the weekly Sabbath, there are seven annual sabbaths (high days) that God
commanded Israel to keep as holy convocations. Two of these are for the feast of
unleavened bread (Nisan 15 and Nisan 21), the Pentecost (count fifty days from the first
day of the week between the high days of unleavened bread), the memorial of trumpets
(Tishri 1), the day of atonement (Tishri 10), and the feast of tabernacles (Tishri 15 and
22.) A sabbath is a day of rest, a holy convocation, forbidding servile work therein.
Lev 23:3 Six days shall work be done: but the seventh day is the sabbath of rest, an
holy convocation; ye shall do no work therein: it is the sabbath of the LORD in all your
dwellings.

Lev 23:24-25 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in the
first day of the month, shall ye have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets,
a holy convocation. Ye shall do no servile work therein: but ye shall offer an offering
made by fire unto the LORD.
Lev 23:27-32 Also on the tenth day of this seventh month there shall be a day of
atonement: it shall be a holy convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict your souls, and
offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD. And ye shall do no work in that same
day: for it is a day of atonement, to make an atonement for you before the LORD your
God. For whatsoever soul it be that shall not be afflicted in that same day, he shall be
cut off from among his people. And whatsoever soul it be that doeth any work in that
same day, the same soul will I destroy from among his people. Ye shall do no manner of
work: it shall be a statute forever throughout your generations in all your dwellings. It
shall be unto you a sabbath of rest, and ye shall afflict your souls: in the ninth day
of the month at even, from even unto even, shall ye celebrate your sabbath.
Lev 23:38-39 Beside the sabbaths of the LORD, and beside your gifts, and beside
all your vows, and beside all your freewill offerings, which ye give unto the LORD. Also
in the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when ye have gathered in the fruit of the
land, ye shall keep a feast unto the LORD seven days: on the first day shall be a
sabbath, and on the eighth day shall be a sabbath.

If the Passover day when Christ was killed was indeed a Friday, and he was entombed
before the [annual] Sabbath began, then you could count forward three days (and three
nights) to His resurrection. But the resurrection was not discovered Tuesday morning,
the empty tomb was found at the dawning of the first day of the week, while it was still
dark! The scriptures prove our Passover was not killed on “Good Friday” after all!
8

A Positive Proof of Messiah’s Prophetic Stay in the Tomb
If the Bible is the inspired and preserved word of God, then Jesus gave a prophecy, the
sign of Jonah, to prove that he was indeed the Messiah. If Jesus was the promised
Messiah, then this prophecy was fulfilled to the very letter. Let us review our evidence,
and as the apostle Paul admonishes, let us prove all things (I Thessalonians 5:21).
We have already determined that Jesus was killed on the Preparation Day of the
Passover (Nisan 14) and the following day was an annual high day of the feast of
unleavened bread (Nisan 15), which is always a sabbath regardless of the day of the
week.
Furthermore, we know that on the first day of the week, very early in the morning,
before the sun had risen, the tomb was verified as empty. Jesus had already been raised
from the dead! Although the guards were unwilling to testify exactly when this occurred,
we have the resurrection narrowed down to the hours of darkness between sunset of the
7th day of the week, and before the dawn on the 1st day of the week.
Matt 28:1 In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the
week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre.
Mark 16:1 And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of
James, and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint him.
And very early in the morning the first day of the week, they came unto the sepulchre at
the rising of the sun.
Luke 24:1-3 Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came
unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others
with them. And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. And they entered
in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus.
John 20:1 The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet
dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre.

At this point, it is a simple matter to count the three complete days Jesus was sealed in
the heart of the earth. This can be done either forwards or backwards, and it should
yield the same result each time.
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The gospels provide another item that allows us to verify this accounting of these days
and nights, if we take note of what the women from Galilee did during this time span.
Matt 27:60-61 And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock:
and he rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed. And there was
Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary, sitting over against the sepulchre.

First, note that the women were at the grave when it was sealed with the great stone, as
the sabbath drew on. This was a hasty burial, the location of the tomb was chosen
because of its proximity, and there would be little light remaining with which to see.
When the tomb was sealed, the women had not bought burial spices. Businesses would
have closed at about the ninth hour of the day, which was already long past. No
merchant would have kept hours after the sabbath had begun, if indeed any were to be
found open after normal business hours at all!
Luke 23:52-54 This man went unto Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. And he took it
down, and wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a sepulchre that was hewn in stone,
wherein never man before was laid. And that day was the preparation, and the
sabbath drew on.
Luke 23:55-56 And the women also, which came with him from Galilee, followed after,
and beheld the sepulchre, and how his body was laid. And they returned, and prepared
spices and ointments; and rested the sabbath day according to the
commandment.
Luke 24:1 Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they
came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain
others with them.

There is no indication that the women used speedy horses or chariots to conduct their
necessary shopping, rather, the account seems to indicate that they traveled on foot.
Shopping can take hours now days, even with the convenience of motorized station
wagons and electric lighting. It is unlikely that spice merchants were open after dark.
The obvious indication is that the women returned to where they were staying, and
prepared the spices and ointments during normal daytime hours of the day following the
high day sabbath, that is, the 6th day of the week, the preparation for the weekly sabbath!
Note that the gospel of Luke mentions two distinct sabbaths: first, the high day
following the Passover, and second, the sabbath according to the commandment, the
weekly sabbath. No other computation of these days makes allowance for a preparation
day for purchasing the spices and ointments!






Jesus was crucified on the Passover, the 4th day of the week, and buried at sunset.
He was in the tomb the first day, the annual high day following the Passover.
He was in the tomb the second day, when the women prepared ointments.
He was in the tomb the third day, which was the weekly 7th day sabbath.
On the third completed day, Jesus was raised from the dead: He was the Messiah!
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Addendum I: Jerusalem and Nineveh
The Pharisees and the Sadducees asked for a sign, and Christ, rebuking them, promised
them one sign only: the sign of the prophet Jonas. I have already emphasized one part
of this prophecy, specifically the “three days and three nights in the heart of the earth”
(Matthew 12:40), which named a period of no less (and no more) than a literal three
days and three nights in the tomb.
Matthew 12:39-40
(39) But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation
seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the
prophet Jonas:
(40) For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall
the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
Alone, that portion was sufficient for our proof. However, there is another part to this
prophecy that seems to be oft overlooked. There is more to Jonah than simply being
swallowed whole and returning after three days and three nights in the belly of the
whale. That was just to get their attention. What else did Jonah stand for?
Jonah 3:3-4
(3) So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the
LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three days' journey.
(4) And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, and
said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.
Christ has drawn an obvious parallel between the cities of Nineveh and Jerusalem.
Nineveh was first given the sign of Jonah being reborn from the belly of the whale.
Jonah, thus having established his credentials, then prophesied their destruction. If we
continue this parallel, and Jesus proved Himself by rising from the dead, was Jerusalem
likewise given a similar warning? Is this comparison valid?
Matthew 12:41
(41) The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall
condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and,
behold, a greater than Jonas is here.
Nineveh was spared because they believed God and repented. Historically, we know
that Jerusalem did not repent nor heed their promised Messiah.
Jonah 3:5-6
(5) So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put
on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them.
(6) For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and
he laid his robe from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.
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Therefore, we should be able to judge Jerusalem by the same measure as Nineveh.
Logically, if Nineveh was promised destruction, but was spared because they repented,
then if Jerusalem was promised destruction, but refused to repent, then if our
assumption was correct, then they must have been destroyed.
Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 A.D. There is no controversy concerning this date,
upon which all of our historians agree. Jerusalem was destroyed, but not only the city,
but also the temple, and there was not left “one stone upon another” after the Roman
soldiers pulled apart the remains of the burnt temple to salvage the melted gold that had
run between the crevices.
Matthew 24:1-2
(1) And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came
to him for to shew him the buildings of the temple.
(2) And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you,
There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be
thrown down.
After Jonah emerged from the whale, he warned that in “forty days” Nineveh would be
overthrown. I propose that the well acknowledged “day for a year” could be applied in
this case, as evidenced by this famous “prophecy of weeks” in Daniel, which also
prophesied the destruction of Jerusalem.
Daniel 9:25-26
(25) Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the
Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall
be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.
(26) And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for
himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy
the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and
unto the end of the war desolations are determined.
Therefore, if Jerusalem was given forty prophetic days to repent, meaning forty literal
years, then it should be a simple matter to calculate the year of Christ’s Resurrection.
Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 A.D.

70 A.D. – 40(prophetic days) = 30 A.D.
This can be tested by checking the date of the Passover against the Jewish calendar in
30 A.D. If our prior conclusions were correct, our results should remain consistent, and
Nisan 14 will be the fourth day of the week. This test can be verified through multiple
online
resources,
including
the
Perpetual
Jewish/Civil
Calendar
at
www.uwm.edu/~corre/calendar and Hebcal at www.hebcal.com.
This is an example of a test that the reader can personally verify. However, for the
purposes of this article, rather than keep you in suspense, I can say that both of these
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witnesses report that the Passover day (Nisan 14) occurred on Wednesday in 30 A.D.
These programs report that:
In 29 A.D. Passover (Nisan 14) falls on a Saturday.
In 30 A.D. Passover (Nisan 14) falls on Wednesday.
In 31 A.D. Passover (Nisan 14) falls on a Monday.
In 32 A.D. Passover (Nisan 14) falls on a Monday.
In 33 A.D. Passover (Nisan 14) falls on a Friday.
In 34 A.D. Passover (Nisan 14) falls on a Monday.
In conclusion, one part of the sign of Jonah brought us to the Wednesday Passover by
counting the exact “three days and three nights” while accounting for the annual and
weekly sabbaths, and the other part allowed us to count backwards from the year of the
destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D., which also confirmed a Wednesday Passover.
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Addendum II: Comparing Alternative Theories
The more popular theory that declares that the Passover of crucifixion week must have
been a “Friday” can be attributed to a lack of understanding of the significance of the
annual high day Sabbaths, plus a willingness to reject a literal interpretation of the
“three days and three nights” of scripture. This has further reinforcement from the
long-standing traditions of Rome and many of the Protestant churches.
The logical flaws with this “traditional explanation” are significant:



One day and two nights are not three days and three nights.
The women may not buy or prepare spices on the Sabbath day.

The next “scholarly theory” that is often presented is that Passover must have been a
“Thursday.” Those that suggest this explanation recognize the painful absence of “three
days and three nights” from the “Good Friday” scenario, and also notice that there can
be both an annual and a weekly Sabbath in the same week.
Then they place the two Sabbaths “back to back” and reason that perhaps these two
Sabbaths constitute “three days and three nights” and count the unverified night portion
of the first day of the week as a complete day (or perhaps they count a twilight minute
of Passover as the missing day portion?) The phrase “after the third day” is interpreted
to mean “after the third [incomplete] day” and contradicting references are ignored.
This “scholarly theory” has all the problems of the first, plus an additional flaw:




Two days and three nights are not three days and three nights.
The women may not buy or prepare spices on either Sabbath day.
No Thursday Passovers occur close enough the required time frame that these
scholars recognize as being candidates for the year of Crucifixion.
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